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cepting the line of liver dullness, which passes one inch below the right costal
arch. There is no vomiting. The pain seems to be caused by flatulency.
R/ Pulv. camphorse,
Pulv. capsiii,
Pulv.zingiberis.ää gr. vj.
M. ft. pil. No. 6. One three times daily.
March 20th. Has improved during the past week. Temperature has re-
mained normal. To-day went down town to attend to business of some im-
portance.
March 25th. a. m. Pulse 86. Temperature 98.4°. p. m. Pulse 70. Tem-
perature 98°. For three days the pain has been growing worse, with slight
vomiting last night. Abdomen everywhere very tympanitic, but not very tender.
Omit pills of ginger and capsicum. Carbo. ligni 3i. every four hours, to be
given in French wafer, thus reaching the stomach in a perfectly dry state.
April 3d. Has great relief from the charcoal. Hepatic dullness in mam-
mary line normal. There is still constant and at times violent pain in left hypo-
chondrium. Urine has decreased, and is passed with some difficulty.
R7 Ext. buchu fid. 3 i. every four hours.
Urine is acid; specific gravity 1022 ; no albumen ; no casts.
April 10th. Has remained about the same, but the pain the last two days
has been less marked. He wishes to go to his home in Philadelphia, and is
discharged, relieved.
.-«--
WORCESTER CITY HOSPITAL.
MEDICAL CLINIC.
Three Cases of Eczema.— Case I. A mechanic, aged thirty-seven. Two
years ago had, for the first time, a severe attack of eczema, which appeared on
the face, fore-arms, and legs, confining him to the house for six weeks. One
year ago this was repeated, but he recovered in four weeks.
Ten weeks ago the disease again showed itself, but instead of being confined
to the localities already mentioned it spread till nearly the whole of the cuta-
neous surface became involved. The condition of the patient now became
pitiable in the extreme ; the itching was intolerable, the exudation very pro-
fuse, saturating his clothing and even dropping from his hands ; his suffering
was so intense as to render him at times delirious.
He has been treated with Fowler's solution internally, and emollient and
also astringent applications, with apparent benefit, which, however, has been
only temporary, the disease, after seeming to be subdued, becoming suddenly
and severely aggravated. The patient is much reduced in strength ; bowels
are constipated, but appetite continues good.
On admission to the hospital he had a warm bath, which gave him great re-
lief. The bath was ordered to be repeated twice a day, medicated with two
ounces of bicarbonate of soda, the affected surface to be then covered with carrón
oil ; he was also ordered a Seidlitz powder every morning. After three days
of this treatment he appeared to be very much better, but on the fourth day
was as badly off as ever. The bath was then ordered for once a day only, the
oil dressing continued, and five drops of Fowler's solution three times a day.
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On the ninth day after admission the condition of the patient was but slightly
improved. The baths and oil dressings were ordered to be discontinued and
the following lotion to be used instead :
—B/ Acidi hydrocyanicidil.3 i.
Bismuthisubnitratis.3 ij.Aq as.3viij. M.
This seemed to produce immediate and very satisfactory effects ; the itching
was allayed almost instantly by the application, the exudation began to dry up
and healthy skin to appear. The improvement of the patient was constant as
long as he remained in the hospital, and in four weeks after his admission, or
fourteen weeks from the time of the outbreak of the disease, he was discharged,
very much relieved.
Case II. A laborer, fifty years old, has chronic eczema, with which he has
been troubled for the last three years ; this affects various parts, irregularly,
and has now become so bad as to disable him. The eruption is very itchy, the
affected portions of skin much thickened, and the exudation and redness are
slight. The patient is debilitated, but no other disease can be detected.
The case was treated by the application of Hebra's diachylon ointment ; also
a tepid bath with tar soap daily, and eight drops of Fowler's solution after
each meal.
After three weeks of this treatment the patient was discharged, almost en-
tirely well.
Case III. A young woman, deformed, nervous, hysterical, was admitted
with eczema rubrum affecting the whole surface of the left leg from the middle
of the foot to the middle of the calf. The disease was of five months' duration,
and various remedies had been tried without relief. The affected skin had a
very high color, and was uniformly and moderately infiltrated ; the exudation
was not excessive. The patient complained bitterly of the eruption and of
pain in the bone (tibia), particularly at the internal malleolus. She was very
wakeful, her appetite was very capricious, and her bowels were obstinately con-
stipated during the whole of her stay at the hospital.
She was ordered to keep in bed and to have the eruption well dusted with
powdered starch, and to take a saline laxative every morning. This treatment
was continued for a fortnight ; at first it seemed to be beneficial, the eruption
becoming drier, and healthy skin appearing at its edges ; this condition, how-
ever, was but transient, and at the end of the fortnight the leg was not im-
proved, except that the pain and swelling were, perhaps, not quite so marked
as at first.
Diluted oil of cade was then applied to the whole of the affected surface ;
this application was very painful, but followed by some improvement for a
day or two, after which it seemed to have no further effect, though it was
continued for sixteen days. The leg grew no worse, and looked better at
the epd than at the beginning of the last period ; the patient, however, still
complained much of pain, and was very nervous and uncomfortable. It was
now ordered to omit the oil of cade, to give compound rhubarb pills at night,
and to apply the following ointment :
—
R/ Potass,bromid.3ss.
Unguenti.3 i. M.
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This, in turn, was followed by some improvement, and the affected part looked
better than at any previous period of the treatment, but after the second day
of trial this failed to give satisfaction, and in a few days was discontinued.
The patient had been in the hospital six weeks, the eruption was somewhat
improved, though still severe, and apparently very obstinate. Resort was now
had to the " chloral wash " extensively used in this hospital as a surgical dress-
ing, and the affected surface was kept wet constantly with the solution (in the
proportion of three grains of chloral to the ounce of water). After only three
days' use of this dressing the eruption, the itching, and the cutaneous pain
entirely disappeared, some redness of the skin only remaining.
Charles A. Peabody, M. D.
COMPARATIVE MORTALITY OF PROVIDENCE AND ST. PAUL.
Messrs. Editors,
—
An opportunity now presents itself of comparing the
mortuary statistics of Providence, R. I., and St. Paul, Minn., for the coldest
and warmest winter months known for years in the respective cities.
Dr. Snow, in his monthly report, says, " It is a popular idea that very mild
weather is very unhealthy." He refutes this idea with the mortuary statistics
for the months of January, 1875, and January, 1876.
January, 1875, was the coldest January known for years, while January,
1876, was the warmest for years. The death-rate was as follows for the two
months :
— January, 1876. January, 1875.
Whole number of deaths . . 115 Whole number of deaths . . 159
Pneumonia. 15 Pneumonia. 35
Consumption .... 22 Consumption .... 31
roup. 5 roup. 10
Bronchitis. 1 Bronchitis. 6
Scarlatina. 4 Scarlatina. 19
February, 1875, in Minnesota, was perhaps the coldest month ever known
in the United States, or at least of which we have account. The mercury was
almost constantly below zero in St. Paul. February, 1876, was correspond-
ingly mild.
The death-rate in St. Paul, for February, 1875, was the lowest for years
for that month, while February, 1876, was of average mortality. The death-
rate was as follows for the two months :
—
February, 1876. February, 1876.
Whole number of deaths . . .20 Whole number of deaths . . .28
Consumption .... 3 Consumption .... 4
Croup.1 Croup ....... 0
Inflammation of lungs ... 4 Inflammation of lungs ... 3
Convulsions.1 Convulsions.3
I never accept comparative mortuary statistics as correct except based upon
the official census for the same year. Fortunately this year (1875) a census
was taken in both cities, Providence and St. Paul.
Population of Providence, 1875.100,675
Population of St. Paul, 1875 . .33,067
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